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CLAIMS : 
CLMS ( 1 ) 
What is claimed is: 

1. An apparatus which customizes a unit of electronic information 
received by the apparatus to more closely conform to a preference of an 
individual user, the apparatus comprising: 
a personal profile database to store user profile data corresponding to 

the individual user, wherein the user profile data indicates the 

preference of the individual user; 
a content adapter, coupled to the personal profile database, to 

customize the unit of electronic information to the individual user 

according to the user profile data included in the personal profile 

database; and 

a client actijd-t y monitor; — cradled to the personal profile database, to 
auj^>Rta153rc^riy monitor actionstaTce~rr-iiy the individual user and 
automatically update the user profile^iata based on the 
^ — actionG , — ^ 

CLMS (2) 



2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the client activity monitor is 
operative to correlate inputs to the apparatus by the individual user 
with header information included with the unit of electronic information. 



CLMS (3) 



3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the inputs to the apparatus include 
inputs received from a cursor control device. 



CLMS ( 4 ) 



4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the content adapter is operative to 
customize the unit of electronic information by comparing header 
information included with the unit of electronic information to the user 
profile data stored in the personal profile database. 



CLMS ( 5 ) 

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the content adapter is operative to 
change a default color received with the unit of electronic information 
to a preferred color indicated by the user profile data stored in the 
personal profile database. 

CLMS (6) 



6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the unit of electronic information 
is received in a plurality of formats and the content adapter is 
operative to automatically select a consumption format based on the user 
profile data stored in the personal profile database, wherein the 
consumption format is one of the plurality of formats, and wherein the 
apparatus is further operative to provide the unit of electronic 
information to the individual user in the consumption format. 



CLMS ( 7 ) 



7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising an interface, coupled to 
the content adapter, to allow the individual user to consume the unit of 
electronic information. 

CLMS ( 8 ) 

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the interface also allows the 
individual user to interact with the unit of electronic information. 

CLMS ( 9 ) 

9. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the interface also allows the 
individual user to modify the user profile data stored in the personal 
profile database. 

CLMS (10) 

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the user profile data comprises 
demographic and psychographic information. 

CLMS (11) 

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the personal profile database 
stores the user profile data on a removable nonvolatile storage device. 

CLMS (12) 

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the personal profile database 
stores the user profile data in an encrypted format. 

CLMS (13) 

13. A system for customizing electronic information to more closely 
conform to a preference of an individual consumer, comprising: 

an electronic information server containing a plurality of electronic 

information units; and 
a client system coupled to the electronic information server to receive 

an electronic information unit of the plurality of electronic 

information units from the electronic information server, wherein the 

client system includes, 

a personal profile database to store user profile data corresponding to 
the individual consumer, wherein the user profile data indicates the 

preference of the individual consumer, and ^ 
a content adapter coupled to the personal profile database, to 
customize the received electronic information unit to the individual 
consumer according to the user profile data included in the personal 
profile database. 

CLMS (14) 

14. The system of claim 13, further comprising a metering server, 
coupled to the electronic information server and the client system, to 
transfer individual electronic information units of the plurality of 
electronic information units from the electronic information server to 
the metering server. 

CLMS (15) 

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising a plurality of client 
systems coupled to the metering server. 

CLMS (16) 

16. The system of claim 13, further comprising a consumer labeling tool, 
coupled to the electronic information server, to allow a publisher to, 



incorporate consumer variables into individual units of the plurality of 
electronic information units. 

CLMS (17) 

17. The system of claim 13, wherein the user profile data comprises 
demographic and psychographic information. 

CLMS (18) 

18. The system of claim 13, wherein the client system further comprises 
an interface, coupled to the content adapter, to allow the individual 
consumer to consume the electronic information. 

CLMS (19) 

19. The system of claim 13, wherein the client system further includes a 
client activity monitor to monitor actions taken by the individual 
consumer and update the personal profile database based on the actions. 

CLMS (20) 

20. The system of claim 13, wherein the electronic information unit 
includes header information for the electronic information unit. 

CLMS (21) 

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the content adapter customizes the 
electronic information unit by comparing the header information to the 
user profile data stored in the personal profile database. 

CLMS (22) 

22. The system of claim 13, wherein the content adapter modifies a 
default color received with the electronic information unit to a 
preferred color indicated by the user profile data included in the 
personal profile database. 

CLMS (23) 

23. The system of claim 13, wherein the electronic information unit is 
received in a plurality of formats and the content adapter is operative 
to select a consumption format based on the user profile data included in 
the personal profile database, wherein the consumption format is one of 
the plurality of formats, and wherein the client system is further 
operative to provide the unit of electronic information to the individual 
consumer in the consumption format. 

CLMS (24) 

24. A method for customizing electronic information to more closely 
conform to a preference of an individual user, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a unit of electronic information; 

(b) comparing the unit of electronic information to user profile data 
corresponding to the individual user, wherein the user profile data 
indicates the preference of the individual user; 

(c) generating a customized unit of electronic information based on the 
comparing; and 

(d) ; providing the customized unit of electronic information to the 
individual user for consumption by the individual user. 

CLMS (25) 

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of incorporating 
consumer variables into the unit of electronic information at a 



publishing site. 
CLMS (26) 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the unit of electronic information 
includes header information containing user profile data for the unit of 
electronic information. 

CLMS (27) 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the comparing step (b) comprises 
comparing the header information for the unit of electronic information 
to the user profile data corresponding to the individual user. 

CLMS (28) 

28. The method of claim 24, wherein the generating step (c) comprises 
modifying a default color received with the unit of electronic 
information to a preferred color indicated by the comparing. 

CLMS (29) 

29. The method of claim 24, wherein the receiving step (a) comprises 
receiving the unit of electronic information in a plurality of formats. 

CLMS (30) 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein the generating step (c) comprises 
selecting a consumption format based on the comparing, wherein the 
consumption format is one of the plurality of formats, and wherein the 
providing step (d) comprises providing the unit of electronic information 
to the individual user in the consumption format. 

CLMS (31) 

31. The method of claim 24, further comprising the steps of: 
encrypting the user profile data; and 

storing the user profile data in a nonvolatile storage device. 
CLMS (32) 

32. The method of claim 24, further comprising the steps of: 

(e) collecting new user profile data corresponding to the individual 
user as the individual user consumes the customized unit of electronic 
information; and 

(f) using the new user profile data in the generating of subsequent 
customized units of electronic information. 



